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 The Redondo Beach City Council has voted to temporarily ban new massage parlors and acupuncture establishments in an effort to snuff out prostitution at the businesses.   

Police Chief Joe Leonardi said the moratorium, effective for 45 days, was needed as an urgency ordinance because customers can be hurt if they are treated by improperly trained practitioners.   

"There is a significant risk of injury to clients that need a legitimate massage if they receive it from someone who isn't trained or certified," Leonardi said.   

Council members passed the measure unanimously.   

Calling the proliferation of such businesses a "blight on the city," Councilman Steve Aspel said he objects to the A-frame signs some massage parlors use to advertise services.   

"They may as well have said `hookers,"' Aspel said.   

Redondo Beach counts 25 registered massage and bodywork businesses and 109 practitioners in the city, but officials suspect many more exist outside of the permitting process.   

The city's ban follows a similar action in September by Torrance. As a result of that move, officials said, more illicit activity is occurring in Redondo Beach.   

Undercover officers have arrested 17 people from 10 massage and acupuncture businesses for alleged acts of prostitution since 2006.   

In November, detectives arrested two women at two acupuncture establishments for agreeing to perform a sex act for money.   

This week,some covert efforts to catch practitioners engaging in sex acts have fallen flat. 

Leonardi said he believes prostitutes are communicating with one another to better identify police decoys.   

"Our effectiveness is decreasing," he said.   

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers may go along with Redondo Beach police for future stings as concerns grow regarding human trafficking from Asia at bodywork businesses, Leonardi said.   

Thus far, there has been no clear evidence of such activity in the city, though officers did encounter two individuals with no identification who spoke very little English, Leonardi said.   

The moratorium passed Tuesday will likely be extended past its initial period to give city staff time to revise laws dealing with the revocation of business licenses.   

The current procedure to revoke a business license requires a special meeting of the City Council - and sworn testimony.   

That option is undesirable, officials said, because witnesses would have to describe sexual activity on live cable television.   

To change its law, Redondo Beach will work with the California Massage Therapy Council.   

The nonprofit council, created by a law authored by late state Senator Jenny Oropeza that took effect in 2009, issues licenses to massage practitioners, allowing them to operate outside of the municipal permit process.   
